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The Reader's Digest has never held much appeal for me. That
blend of superficial "fact" and sugary optimisn is intellectually unsatis-
fying and emotionally neuseating., Very occasionally it produces an article
of genuine interest but more often frymtrates by its bias{Don't knock the
Establishment: don't worry people)lt is an cxample of the latter from which
I quote below..nid '50s vintage:

The Redskins ere still Scalping the Paleface.by Blake Clark,

", .in place of tomahawke they are using lsw books, ~he white man took
their lands without just cormensation, they say. Now they intend to get
paid for them. In 1946...Congress set up a threc-man Indien Claims Comm-
ittee to get the facts and sce that justice was done, The Indians were
given five years from dug '46 to file claims...The Supreme Court ruled
that, after the coming of the white man, the Red Indians never really
owned any land. All the 1and they inhabited..belonged to the Federal
Government, ."hy virtue of discovery™, The lrdians therefore had only
squatters rights...After the Declaration of Independence(1776)practically
all land obtained by the J,3. was boucht and paid for,.Bui it still may
be asked whether the Indians received a fair price. Except in a few
ingtances when soldiers helped to foree a deal, the sums paid satisfied
the Indisns at the time., The smounts were not niggardily....."

To go from the ridiculous to the sublime 1 gquete the words of John F,
Kennedy, Presicdent of the United States 1961(The American Heritage Beck
of Indians) - "America has much to lesrn about the heritage of our American
Indians. Only through this study can we, as a nation, do what must be done
if our treatment of the Indian is not to be merked dowr for all time as a
national disgrace"

These two statements are so contradictory that considerable research is
needed to determine the truth, In fact, the history of the white conguest
of North America covers s vast area in space, time, and literature ard I
cen only scratch the surface in this article.
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An Indian could no more own land than he could the air he hreathed, The
land was there to use for the benefit of the whole tribe, hunting grounds
being traditional but varying with populetion pressures and relative tribal
strengths. Indeed, so sacred was the land that after the finsl abdnquests,
many tribes on the Plains were reluctant to injure Mother Earth by plough-
ing her surface. The European has never been renowned for his ability to
sece the viewpoint of other races and this attitude to land ownership was
the scurce of much misery and apparent treachery.

Many warrior societies have a itradition of hosnitality(e.g.the Scottish
Highl ander), and the North lmericen Indisn had this in full measure. I cen
find no instence of .whites being met other than in peace and friendship by
the indigenes. :The Puritan colonies would simply not have survived without
Indian help, But as soon as they were established, the white attitude
changed. 1631,Winthrop: "This savage people ruleth over meny lands without
title..mey not Christians have liberty tq dwell amongstithem in their waste
lands. For God hath given to the sons of men a two fold right to the earth..
and so on, the Bible being used to justify the seizure of the lands of their
benefactors, Their success can be judged from the fact that in 1800,25,000
Indians inhebited New England., Todey six very small reservations remain,
sonme having only a few families resident on them. This was acheived in two
ways.

1.Direct Massacre,e.g.the Fequods of New England, not even at war with
the settlers, Secretly surrounded, the village was fired, and the Indians
butchered, In the words of =n eye witness:..."Those yt escaped ye fire
were slzine,.and very few escaped. It wes a fearful sight to see them
frying in ye fire, and ye streams of bloocd quenching ye same: 400 thus
destroyed, .ye victory a sweet sacrifice, and they gave the prays therof
to God, who had wrought so wonderfully for them" fHallelujsh!: In another
example, a settlement of 500 wigwams estimated to contain 4000 men, women
and childfen was fired and destroyed. Any survivers were sold into slavery.

The last massacre of Indiansg occured in 1890 at Wounded Knee when des-
perate, frightened Siocux fled the reservation after the murder, in cold
blood, of Sitting Bull by the authorities. One large group surrendered
and was rounded up only teo be decimated by the courageous 7th Cavalry,
howitzers against a few rusty old guns. 31 soldiers and 128 Sioux men,
women and kids died, the bodies plundered and the wounded(Indians I need
hardly add)left for three days in the snow before the authorities deigned
to send aid, Ineredibly some survived, One of the first to reach the
scene was Dr Bastman,Santee Sioux graduate of Dartmouth and Boston medical
school, medical officer at Pine Ridge Agency. He described the way young
girls had kmelt end covered their faces with their showls so they would
not see the troopers come up to shoot thenm.

The list is epparently endless and pretty nsuseating, If you are ins-
erested study the Seminole war, the Sand Creek massacre 1864(Perhaps the
foulest and most unjustifiable crimc in the annals of dAmerica -General
Miles) the "battle® on the Washita 1868,The Santa Rita Copper M.ines Mass- =
acre 1837, the Camp Grant Massacre 1870, just for a start, One remark-
able thing: I am unable in my recading of Americen history to find examples
of similar massacres nerpetroted by the Indians! - .
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Nor cen Ernest Thompson: vide "The Gospel of the Red Man"{1939)

5 Treaties. There is hardly a treaty that has not been unilaterally
broken by the fmericans or thaet was not fraudulent in the first place. In
1686 Thomas Penn defrauded the Delawares of their lands by the infanous
Walking Purchase. At lesst this was simple fraud, in that the Delawares,
as a tribe, agreed to scll their land. However, many subsequent treaties
were signed with Indians, often besotted with liquor, who had no right
whatsoever to sell land, which belonged, of course, to the whole tribe,
1804¢ four "chiefs" of Sauk and Fox signed a treaty with Gov, Harrison
ceding 50 million acres to the U.8. for $2,000,000 in goods plus an ann-
uity of $1,000. Harrison, in 1809, by similsr methods gained 3 million
agres for §7,000 cash plus an ennuily of 31,750, fron the Delawares and
Potawatomies. So much for BSlske Clark's "not niggardly amounts”.

Andrew Jackson is possibly the most notorious Indien defrauder. His own
papers in the Library of Congress give details of his methods: "We were
compelled to promise John Chisholm%a Jhite Indien)the sum of #1,000 %o stop
hig mouth...and,,to promise the chiefs from Arkansas 3100 each for their
expenses”.

President Jacksons' greetest(?) coup was his seizure of the Cherokee
jends in Georgia., In a letter to Fresident Monroe in 1817 Jackson had
said: "I have long vicwed treaties with Indians am absurdity not to be
reconciled to tho princinle of good government”, so when Georgia in 1828
extended its jurisdiction to cover all Indian land in the state, an appeal
by the Cherokees merely elicited the reply that they had best submit to
removal west. The discovery of gold on Cherokee land in 1829 brought a
white invasion of prospectors and that same year the legisleture tannulled"
all Cherokee laws, forbade the Cherokee council to convene, prohibited
them from digging their own gold, provided for the Aistribution of Cherokee
land, excluded an Indian from being a witness against a white maen, etc.The
Cherckee nation was, indeed is, one of the Five Civilised Tribes. Quick to
jearn from the white settlers they had developed agriculture and ran
cattle, adopted a formal constitution with a legislature etc. Much of
this had been med: possible by Sequoyah, generally rated as a genius, In
spite of the lack of formel education he actually developed a Cherokee
syllabary(1821) and within a <hort time the tribe was wholly literate and
produced its own newspapers.

The Supreme Court, under Chief Justice John Marshall, ruled: "The
Cherokee Nation is a distinct community, occupying its own territory, in
which the lews of Georgia have no force and which the citizens of Georgia
have no right to enter but with t-e consent of the Cherokees..." Jackson's
comment? "Jobn Marshall has rendered his decision; now 1et him enforce it"

1830:Jackson signed the Removal Bill. John Shermerhorn was given the job
of "negotiating" a removal treaty with the Cherokees, He called 2 council
but to show theilr disanproval the Cherokees stayed away, save for 79 no-good
Indians out for easy money. It was considered that all not present were to
be considered as voting in favour'tt In this way 8 million acres were, is
stolen too strong a word? David Crokett, among others, protested to no

.

avail., The Cherokees wrote to Congress;.."We have neither land nor home
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nor resting place that can be called our own..We oppeal with confidence to
the justice, the magnamity, the compassion of your honourable bodics against
the enforcement of a compact in the formetion of which we have no agency.Our
causc is one of liberpy snd justice., learned from yourselves for we have
gloried to count your Washington &7 Jefferson as our greatest teachers.,...
Spare our people!" Whot a hope! 7,000 troops were detailed to round up the
Cherokees into 11 concentration camps (1838)with the utmost brutality e.g.
one 90 year old Cherckee, attempting to prevent the rape of his 15 year old
grandaughter by white militia, had his heed bashed in, As the Indians were
herded eway, the waiting whites moved into their prospercus farms. 15,000
set oyt for the 1,200 mile "Trail of Tears" to Indian Territory{Oklahoma),
4,000 dying({or being bayoneted)on the way. Before they moved they made &
statement: "The title of the Cherokee people to their lands is the most
ancient, pure and absolute known to .man; it's dete is beyond the reach of
human record..The free consent of the Cherckee people is indispensable to

a valid transfer of the title. That consent has never been given, It

follows that the original title and ownership still rests in the Cherokee
Nation..and cannot be dissolved by the expulsion of the Nation from its
territory by the power of the U.S,Govt." find to the best & my knowlddge
this still stends today; I wonder what the United Nations would make of it?

Across the length and breadth of America this example can be multiplied
as naugeum, But, you will say, this is old history, I sunmose you are
right, The last survivers{Indian, of course)of the Custer fiasco on the
Little Big Horn died in the early '30s, The Indians arc well looked after
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and all is well. But is it? Let's get
down to modern history. :

When the Indian wars ended in the 1870s{except for sporadic outbreaks
of men driven to distraction)a situztion arose where the sad remnants of
many proud nations were confined on "rescrvations", usually worthless,
even desert land, with few naturel resources. But even the litgle that
remained was coveted by the insatiably greedy white limerican, This was
the Indians darkest hour! Reservations werc established in nerpetuity
under the authority of Lcts of Congress or by treaties between the tribes
and the President, with ratification by the Senate, in "payment® for huge
lond cessions. After 1871, tresties were replaced by "agreements” and
reservations were cnlarged, or more likely diminished, by Fresidentizal
order. Reservetion land was still stated to be inalienable but, unfort-
unately, later Congresses were under no obligation to keep the nations'
pronises.

Repeated and vigorous efforts wore nade to demolish tribal structures,
Religious activities were proscribed, childron were removed to compulsory
boarding schools, their heads shaved(a symhol of death or mourning),teught
to despise "blanket! Indians(their parents) and starved, sometimes to
death(7¢ per day per pupil was the budget for food in somc cases) .Chron :¢
hunger was the big reality for meny Indians on the reservetions,literally

Concentrotion camps'(Wm,3randon -lmerican Heritage Rook of Indians).

But the surrounding white citizenry never gave up trying to ncquire
the 1ast little remnants of Indian property. Thus in 1887, the Allotment
Act, one of -the most unsavoury pieces of legisletion ever precduced,became
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law, Under it, individual Indians were given tiny "farms" and the enormous
area left over was sold to white speculators who had bascked the bill with
everything at their disposal, The "farms" of course were completely non-
viable, economically and the Zct resulted by the 19208 in widespread
chronic poverty aggravated by populetion incresse, Hardest hit were the
Sioux in S.Dakota (the descendants of the warriors responsible for the
destruction of Custer's 7th Cavalry - sny connection,l wonder?) where the
economic wreckage is still in evidence today(1958 per capite income $19.12).

On BBC 2 on 7/12/66, the weekly "Man Alive" programme was called "The
Pride and the Shame" ond gave harrowing visual evidence of the distress
among the Sioux in Dekota today. It started with a wedding and a farewell
dance to boys drafted to fight in Viet Nam and switched to a Sioux who
hed spent four years in the Army but now was lucky to get 20 deys work a
year and was not eligiblec for dole due to ¥a poor work record”, Racial
discrimination works equally well against the Indian., They literally have
no constant or dependable food supply. Yet the budget of the Indian Bureau
was quoted as £100,00,000 a year and the contrast between the hovels of the
Indians and the smart bungalows end cars of the Burceu's staff, was, to say
the least, startling. #n organisation called Vista had sent a young Amer-
icen girl to "help™" on the reservation; which she did by teeching the child-
ren "free expression". For this she received $70 8 month and lived in a
luxury caravan yet had not taken the trouble to visit the mother of one of
her pupils who lived only a few hundred yards away. The ohild's father had
recently committed suicide, a not uncormon feature of reservation life, and
the mother had spent her lest cash on the funeral, Her seven children were
living on bread and coffee. Yet she was still proud to he a Sioux and
several others questioned admitted they were Indians first and Americans
second, President Johnson wss gquoted as saying that the conditions of
meny Indians should bring a blush of shame to evryone's cheeks--the "shame"
of the title.

It is thus obvious that the Indian feorganisation Act(1934) brought in
by Roosvelt's New Deal, while stopping much of the corruption and financ-
ial degredation, should give no cause for complaceny. It abolished allot-
ments, incregsed reservation land and meny tribes pulled themselves up
assisted by ‘ederel law, health services and education, I am thus often
asked the guestion; "Well, it is all past and done with, what are you
complaining about now?" Well, apert from the iilustration above I shall
tell you,

In 1950 Indian policy was again reversed, as part of the political
reaction known as McCarthyism. The late Felix S.Cohen, govt.expert on
Indian lcgal affairs, said..."our treatment of Indians, even more than
our treatment of other minorities, reflects the rise and fell of our
denocractic faith" 4 programme of "termination" was put into effect, aimed
at removing all federal protection and services from the tribes to bring
about their ultimete dissolution, The Menominees of Wisconsin and the
Klamaths of Oregon were terminated by specific acts of Congress; both were
owners of: rich stands of timber! In 1956 the Yakimas defeated an inexcus~
able attempt by the Commissioner for Indian affairs to throw out their
elected council and force an unconstitutional election on them that would
have elscted & more docile group;
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The itch to grab the last of the Indian loot still produces its crop of
injustices. Poll tex and lieracy requirements in several states serve to
disenfranchise some Indians, In Nebraska,New Mexico and S.Dakota, Indians
have been murdered by whites who cither have not been charged or if charged
have been given suspended sentences, & govt. enguiry in Dakota in 1962
found that the local police "kicked,beat and black-jacked Indian men,women
and children" when they did not obey orders. s 3 year old girl had a tear
ges gun fired into her face causing permanent eye injuries, by a police
chief who afterwards said: "I should have used live ammunition".Mr M.Crcech
chief counsel of the Senate sub-committee, said: "I em appalled.." but the
committee had no power to take action against the police. it a subsequent
grend jury hearing in 1963 Swift Hawk, chief of the Rosebud Sioux, prod-
uced impressive evidence of brutality by Deputy Sheriff Freenan. 23 Sioux
gave evidence of the beating up of 10 squaws before the eyes of their
handeuffed husbands. Another tribesman was beaten and left to die in a
field. The Indians calimed that they were treated as second-class citizens
and that there was a conspiracy to steal their land.

A1l this has inevitably hod its effect on foreign opinion, In 1960

Bast Germany alleged that the U.S, nistreated its Red Indians, A West
erman TV canera team innediately set out to make a documentary proving
the Cormunists wrong. Unfortunately, the tribe they chose was the Semin-
ole, a tribe which was never defested in spite of a long and costly war
fought on completely unjust grounds, Their chief Oscaocla was captured by
the Americans under the flag. of trucc and imprisoned until he died. The
Seninole spokesman told the Yormans "The U.S, has broken its treaties with
us. We arc promised lond to live hut do not get it. We do not recognise
the U.S. Government",

"To anyone interested in the rights of the individual and especially
minority groups, & nasty situation exists in the State of Washington.In
185/ under the Modicine Creek Treaty, the Nisqually and others gave up
millions of acres in return for a smell reservation, with perpetual fish-
ing rights on the Payallup River, fishing being their chief livlihood. In
1964 2 court injuction severely curtailed their fishing rights(you may
remember Marlon Brando was one of the demonstrators agalnst thig), in
effect breaking the treaty. The duthorities claim the Indians are ruin-
ing the fishing: the Indians blame pollution, "Fish-ins" staged by the
Nisqually have been broken up brutally by the police, canoes sunk and nets
which they are too poor to roplace, confiscated. Negro freedom movements
are helping,

T cosmunicated with Governor Evans of Washington about this case, to be
politely informed that it was not the Nisqually tribe which is involved
but "renegades" and that the reason for the ban is teonservation”. let
the Bureau of Indian Affairs informs me that “The Dept. of the Interior
does not agree with the state's interpretation of the rights reserved by
the Indians in the treaties, and the tribes are being assisted in the
court test cases" Dooesn't sound like a bunch of rencgades exactlyl
Indeed the Burcau maintains that "on three occasions recently in which
the Indians had been arrested while excrcising their fishing rights" US
attorneys assisted in their defence resulting in their acquittal in each
case. Several cases have still, to be heard end the " enegades" show
littlc signs of knucklin- under, Unfortinately they are short of funds
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and it cannot be much fun trying to buck the establishment in & place like
Washingtoen,

Let me, in conclusion, tell you briefly the story of the Tuscarora Land
Grab, The reservation situated in New York Sate, consisted of 6249 acres,
all that is left of the vast aroa once under the sway of the sachems of one
of the Six Nations of the Iroquois. In March 1957 the State Power duthor-
ity asked permission to survey part of the reservation. Just to survey it
not for any specific purpose you understand! The Tuscarora refused.
Sept,1957. Map in locel paver showed that 950 acres of the reservation was
ineluded in the plan of a promiscd reservoir,

Nov.1957.Federal Power Authority Gomission held hearings in Washington,
Acreage now 1383! Indians testified that the 'land wes priceless to them and
that compulsory purchase would viclate the treaty. License granted to the
State Power suthority to proceed. .

April 1958.Special bill pessed in New York State Senate allowed anpropriation
of any Indian Reserved lends, : : '

April 16th,Combined Iroquois Confedracy meet to resist surveyors who were
fiprotected" by 35 sheriffs and 50 Sate police, roughly 100 police in all
armed with side srms, tear gas and machine guns. Three Indian leaders
arrested and mut before a JP of know prejudice. Their attorney pleaded
innocence and after much trouble they were released until further hearings.,
June: State Power iuthority peid the bill for all those sheriffs etc,Case
against the three leaders thrown out for lack of evidence.

Summer 1958: %1% million amenities offered, Not accepted. $1+ million in
cash offered as a final offer. Refused., Judge Burke, federal district
court grants temporary possession of 86 scres for erection of power lines,
S$.P.i. - hired deputies attonded all work, S.P.L. Chairmen Robert Moses
threatened to stop all work on the Niagra River Power Project unless Tusc-
arors land taken over. This was a $700,000,000 project, and money talks,
$3,000,000 offered for land, Rejected. ,
Feb,1959:Federal Power Commission decided 3 to 2 in favour of Tuscarcras.
Alternative reservoir planned off Indian land. ' , ,
Mar,1960:U.S. Supreme Court ruled 4 to 3 against the -Court of Appeal and
Tuscaroras and Six Netions. 8.P.4, pays $8000,000 to Tuscaroras, -
Reservoir built. - S o

I heve questioncd the Indian 3ureau on this case. Apparently the land
taken for the reservoir was not a "reservation" withing the meaning of the
Federal Power Lot but was held "in fee simple", hence could be acquired
under Federal powers of ‘eminent domain", The Supreme Gourt also held that
the Tuscarora lands were not the subject of any treaty between the Indians
and the U.S. They also included the following statenents:

tin Indian treety, like any other may be modified by mutuel consent.
However, Congress may, by legislation, repeal, modify, or disregard
treaty comitments including these made to Indians,® So much for the
honour of the U.S. Congress)

Oh yes, my title? It is the Cherokee nickname for white men and can
be translated: !'"Pecople - greedily-gresping-after-land”,

Offers of help and requests for information should be addressed tos:
Janet McCloud,Survival of the American Indians éssoc,Inc. PO Box 719,
Tacoma, Weshington, USA,

v : Tan Peters
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Now that you know that I love a bargainy you will not be surprigsed to
hoar that I often prowl the many second-hand bookshops around London. From
one of these prowls I came back with a copy of THE ACCIDENT by Dexter
Masters. Again, I cannot really call this an sf book; although it is
fiction and it is about atomics. Let's call it another odd one.

Masters, says the blurb on the cover, is a leading science journalist,
with a first-hand knowledge of Los Alamos, of radiation disease, and of what
physicists talk about and think about, The central character is & man
ealied Louis Saxl who is dying of rediation poisoning.

The name Loiiis has slweys been a favourite of mine; to me it seems to
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have a romantic ring. I guess this stems from thoughts of Scotland's own
Robert Louis. As I start to write about this book I em minded of Robert
Louis and then my butterfly mind darts to a quotation from Neil Munro,
Munro invented(in THE DAPT DAYS) two dear spinster ladies whose great
adventure in life was their one visit to Edinburgh, The rewards of this
travel included many things such as & new crochet pattern but pride of
place went to a phrase which lasted them for years,.that Edinburgh wes
redolent of Robert Louis". Munro comments "I have come home myself with
as little for my time and money". With the mind still darting I then think
of Stevenson and the fleeting picture of him as a child in Edinburgh that
I have from another quotation,.he loved to carry a lantern buttoned inside
his coat which no-one could see and wrote..,."The essence of this bliss was
to walk by yourself in the black night, the slide shut, the top-coat
buttoned, not & ray escaping, whether to condition your footsteps or to
make your glory public: a mere pillar of darkness in the dark; end all the
while, deep down in the privacy of your fool's heart, to lmow you had a
bullseye at your belt, and to exult end sing at the knowledge!. From there
it is only a step to one of Stevenson's poems from A CHILD*S GARDEN OF
VERSES. This one was written for a child that was named after him,

TO MY NAME CHILD

Some day soon this rhyming volume, if you learn with proper speed,
Little Louis Sanchez, will be given you to read

Then shall you discover, that your name was printed down

By the English printers, long before, in London town,

In the great and busy city where the Bast and West are met,
511 the little letters did the English printer set;

While you thought of nothing, and were still too young to play
Foreign people thought of you in places far away.

&y, and while you sleot, 2 haby, over all the English lands
Other little children took the volumne in their hands

Other children questioned, in their homes across the seas:
Who was 1ittle Louis, won't you tell us, mother, please?

Now that you have spelt your lesson, lay it down and go and play
Seeking shells and seaweed on the sands at Monterey,

Watching all the mighty whalebones, lying huried by the breeze
Tiny sandy-pipers, and the huge Pzeific seas.

ind remember in your playing, as the sea~fog rolls to you,

Long ere you could read it, how I told you what to dog

And that while you thought of no one, nearly half the world avay
Some one thought of Louis on the heach at Montereyl®

' A1 that, I may add, is probably because I am putting off thinking
about Louis Saxl. ,
Louis had an sccident whilst working with an atomic .experiment at Los

Meamos. He received a fatal dossge of radiation and the book describes
the eight days it took him to die. Thed, of course, is only the bare
bones of the book. In the telling of the story, Masters traces the career
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of Saxl; and gives a kind of history of the Los Meamos project. He pict-
ures the mesa where the town was built with its chein of mountains in the
background. He conjures up very well for me the almost university-like
atmosphere 6f the town and its inhabitants. This story is timed for just

a little before the first peace-time tests at 3ikini; and :all the uncert-
ainties end the dilemmas that faced the physicisbs then are showm very well,

1 think one of the things that impressed me early on was the point made
that outside the laboratory where the experiment was taking place was &
soldier on guerd, Yet the danger was inside,.and all that the soldier
heard was a small explosion and a man's voice crying "Louieeeel®. When
the soldier rushed in all he saw was a few men standing around, one of
whom - Saxl - was looking down et hig hands, The soldier was looking at
a man as good as dead and everyone else in the roor(including Sexl - who
better?)knew it., It scemed to me & very good way to illustrate the dead-
liness of radiation, A man with a gun against it would be helpless.

The accident to Louis affcets everyonz. One friend of his remembers
a line from a Russian writer:"ill prayers come to this:'Dear Lord, please
make two and two not equal four'", But the sum of four always comes,
does'nt it? By that evening Louis has his hands in troughs of ice and
vhetever else might be saved his anguished friends know thet his hands
cannot be,

The author turns from that grisly fact to describe the beginnings of
Los Llamos--the beginnings of atomic research in fact., This town, he
explains was built in fear - fear that the Germans would discover atemic
power first; and alsc fear that they would find the answers themselves.
G.P.Snow once said: "In July 1939 - unless one were an unqualified
pacifist -~ there was no moral dilemma. Everyone was afraid that the
Nazis would get the bomb first. If so, they would rule the world. It
was as simplc as that."

§till, it couldn't have been gll that simnle, for afterwvards so many
scientists left Los Alamos; and some of those who steyed did so in agon-
jes of indescision. Louis was one of those and the author imnlies that
this indecision may have had something to do with the slip of the hand
that ceused the accident, Well, we know it was true that many scientists
left there and protested against more atomic research, One of the things
they did acomplish wes to remove the regearch from lArmy control to the
civilian Governement control. '

One of the people to whom I feal kindly in this book is thc nurse
Betsy. "She was not a squesmish girl; she could view with equanimity or
even with interest the contents of a bedpan there wes little, indeed, in
all the muck and dirty work of her profession to which she could not
assign some kind of value. But she knew not what to get hold of, or where
to look for meanings, in the mysteries of radiation sickness. It did not
bother her that she had no more experience with it than with leprosy or
the 'king's evil'; but it bothered her thet this sickness was more COMpPres-
hensible to physicists and chemists than to doctors and nurses, end seemed
truly comprehensible to no one"™, Even as I first resd this I knew she was
going to be helplessly angry st the radiation sickness.
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Onc of the distressing things about this story is that Louis knows all
about the effccts of radiation, He knows that there is a linc of crythena
across his abdonen, nain fron his tongue rubbing against a gold-capped
tooth can lct him guess the height of the neutron @osage he has ebsorbed,

He knows that a flock of cxperts arc gethered around him from all over the
country., Hez thinks.."Everyonc will be reading something, mostly about

mice and dogs because therc isn't very nuch ebout us humens; and the use-
fulness of 211 the reoports on the casueltics and survivers in Japan is not
much, since there were so meny varisbles in cstimeting the radiation and
most of them died, thc doctors boing killed and the nurses being killed

and the hospital beds destroyed. Out of seventeen hundred and fifty nurscs
in Hiroshima, sixtecn hundred end fifty killed or injured. Out of eight
hundred and fifty medical students in Nagasaki, six hundred killed outright,
Out of forty-seven hospitals, throc left-usable. Do I remember right? he
asked himself, Out of two hundred doctors.in’ Hiroshima twenty left to

work, But this is not the writing that will bc read now, he reflected.
These specifics are the wrong specifics for now and might as well be written
_on the other sidc of the moon, for they cast no light.” Yet what a dread-
ful light they cast and in their light is anyﬁhing else worth reading?"

The author does not spare the resder from the symptoms that march
inexorably towards a climax of death for Louis. If you had to swot up
radiation sickness for an cxamination, you'd find this book very useful,
Néne of them are pretty; the only relief being that first delirium and
fhen & come set in beforc the end. I'nm not quite surc how he does it but
the suthor leaves you fucling thet Saxl would have beern suck:a good
persen to know, Yet, if I think Louis' decath is distressing T heve to
flinch slightly when onc character says: "Louis? It is sad, by heesvens
it is sad, “but it's endurable. . When it can't be endured, don't you under-
stand, is whén you think of hin as onc among others, sixty thousand at
Hiroshima, fifty thousand at Negasaki". '

It is so much easier for =e to hc sad-for Louis then for fifty or
sixty thousand; and nmeybe thet is thc moral of the book.

THE 4CCIDENT by Dexter Masters.Cassell & Co.Ltd 15/-.

P e e R N PSRRI

I am British Agent for the following fanziness—

P.:S-TEL: The fanzine by artists for the fan-editor and the fan who is
Interested in artwork. Full deteils of all Art Shows. 7/- or {1
DEGLER! Fandoms only newszine, Published weekly. 10 for 6/~

DINATRON: The Green fanzine for the sf fan with a sense of humour, 2/r
per copy. No long tern suhs wanted.



Rick Sneary: "Tn recounting your work in the Wards, and morning
routine—did you mean you got—-made it yourself that is-~the patients’
brackfast. Ghee! I was talking to a nurse last month — while working in
the locel Demo club -— who has been at it longer than you have, and she

was speeking of the changes. How nurses never did dressings, took temat-
ures, gave shots, or any of the other medical things they do today. It was
all done by the doctor. What they use to do is done by Housekeepers and
Aides. Doctors just look at the patient—tells the nurse what %o do, and
then wanders off for mother $10 call, In one of our local papers there

is a little comic strip about a steam-powered robot(shades of Ben Bulmer),
every once in a while he serves as a rohot doctor. Fifty cents for three
minutes. But maybe that is what it will have to come to. Prices have gone
up  again, One day in hogpital here, with no extries, is up to something
1ike $40....David McDeniels 2nd UNCLE book didn't see quite as good as the
first to me..but I never liked spooky vampires, But in talking about Illya
he hag seid that he does not plan to reveil his background. Or not a T4rue"
one..as in the current book he mentions were he was born, and Solo says that
he's said he was born somewhere else before. Dave believes Illya's background
tought him to be secret about himself, which he cannot brake, Dave gets
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letters asking questions which he answers with detalled vaganess"
###Cooking breskfast or supper for the hospital is fairly easy..what 1
blench at are the,fortunately infrequent,occasions when I'ye had to
tackle the lunch., In fact if they had told me at my interview here that
I might, at a pinch, have to take over the cooking,.l'd never have taken
the job. But it's marvellous what you can do when you have to do it. 1
am very glad that they are keening Illya's background vague. Still, with
all the different people writing those stories it would be a wonder if
there is't a mixup soon,***

Herry Warner: "This isn't oriticism of you or any other recent TAFF del-
egate, But I feel that the best sort of TAFF publicity is the kind that
comes from fanzine publication of account's of delegates® trips. For =
while it was customary for the TAFF traveller to tell his adventures in
fanzines, and I think this was better publicity than the one-shot con-
taining the whole story, in the sense that it kept appearing before the
fannish public, month after month, sometimes year after year. It elso
reached different segments of fandom in the cases of the delegates who
spread their adventures among 2 lot of fanzines., Conceivably, fanzine
publication of the adventures would preserve for the future a chronicle

or two that will never get published because the delegate lacks the time
or energy to put out a hig trip report as a separate publication...The
snobbery and racism rentioned by “oy Tackett are quite shocking wher en-
countered unexpectedly in older 20th century fiction. I've just finished
reading When Worlds Collide, which I started to read when a boy and never
completed at that time because of the prodigious nightmares it caused me,
My paperback version has been brought up to date in such ways as changing
references to politesl situations in today's world to conform with reality
But it still retains a description of some character or other as possessing
all the good qualities that come only from being born in an aristocratic
family. Not long ago I ran across a news story in an ol¢ local newspaper
about a talk some Maryland educator had given ahout the problem of keeping
Negroes in school. "Of course, he s-id, "therc can be no question of
actually educating the colored people® and then he went of to explain how
their time in school might be utilized to teach them how to do properly
domestic work and manual labor, Such things moke me more than ever con-
vinced that it would be impossible for any disguised time travellers to
mingle with the people of any other era; there would be too many blunders
on such fundamental differences in attitudes as these.”

*83] pemember what fun it was chasing after the varilous instalments of

Ron Bemett's Trip Report..l wonder if this would be a good thing to revive?
I notice that Tom is writing in one o the German zines. I had thought of
asking him if he'd like to run it in 8COT. .but would only four times a
yeer be capable of sustaining interest? The ideal place would be a regular
monthly zine like YANDRO. Only: Buck has no lack of material and takes &
dim view of Trip Reports anyway...***

Robert Coulson: "The Brain sounds like an interesting idea, developed in a
way that I wouldn't approve of at all. I mean, authors are always gaying
that "power corrupts®, but I always feel that it's better to find out
these things for one's self, After all, how does the author know? How
mich power has he ever had? Anyway, if it hapBened to me I don't think
I'd tell the Brein to go away, symbol for the evil or not,.,.Tackett has
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2 point in that writers are influenced by their times. However, the fact
that snobbery and racism were once respectable does not mean that they were
ever right, Inasmuch as the authors are still being read todey and still
exerting influence today, I feel it's quite right to judge them by today's
standards., They've glready been judged by the standards of their times, by
the critics of their times., Todey's critics certainly aren't going to hurt
the feelings of the suthors themselves, and they may offset any of their
harmful ideess.!

Arnie Katz: "Although len’ing libraries, at least in the eastern pert of
the US(I don't know for sure about the west, though I suspect the situation
is the same) , are few and very small when they are found, I can still symp-
athise with your agonies while weiting for a book you want to make its way
to the bergain table. I feel muck the same way waiting for some record to
be placed on sale. Thi? situation occurs when the record is one I want,
but not at the regular (discounted)price, but which for & dollar or so less
is @ good deal. Eventually, in department stores which stress Low Prices
various labsls will be placed on sale; but this doesn't do any good if the
record you want is sold ocut. My typical strategy is to hide the records I
want behimd other records that few people ever look through, Then, when
the store announces that all records on that label will be sold for half-
price, I retrieve my Hidden Treasurc end blow the difference on stencils

or some such foolishness....l egree with you about TAFF publicity in that
theres is damn 1ittle of it in the US, I think the fact that the last two
US TAFFmen have gone gafia immediately after coming home has something to
do with it, Terry has shown signs of renewed activity lately, so perhaps
this will improve, I'm glad to see that TAFF trips are to be spaced out

a little now == I think that there've been too many in the last couple of
years to keep up the interest neccessary for the successful running of

each campaign, Not that I don't enjoy seeing overseas fens come here, but
I think TAFF races, when held too often, just seem to get teken for grant-
ed instead of being Events as they should be.," '

Rick Sneary:"I think the quote by Priecstley is only partly right. . Looking
round and reading biographies of famous writers, it seems to me that write-
ing has to be something you cen't resist doing, to expect to do it well, Of
course many sey that writing is hard work, many famous writers that is, But
still, most writers seem to me compelled to write, no matter what, For
these the advise is good..Certainly the more one writes, the better and
easyer it is, But I'm sure you kmow fans too, who say they want to be
‘writers, but who never really get in and do much, They can write, and

they want to write, but there is no real monkey on their backs making them
do it...on TAFF,,]l agree that a good administrator has become more import-
ant then 2 Trip eport., Let's face &t, just about all the original views
of & foreign country have bsen written, Bow it is only personal vareations
on these wiews..interesting, but few fens write like Willis, I believe we
are currently four reports behind, right? Maybe it is time to stap thinking
the Reports expected, I would personally not care o take on the task,"
*¥#aving a terrible memory I'm not sure where you get four Trip Reports
behind from. I have heard that Wally tore up his first draft--unsatisfied
with it, I suppose. It does seem to me, however, that unless you write it
straight away--just when you are at your lowest ebb of energy--you never
will start it later ™** '
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Rogemary Hickey: "We rented an spartment and called the movers and made a
date Jan 30th to move us over; then the Great Chicago Blizsard dropped 24
inches of snow all over Mohauk area and a good part of Chicago., Movers
cancelled the 30th and two subsequent dates. We're still packed in hopes.
After cach cancellation had to unearth dishes, silverware, pans, pots,selt
etc! So - I called snother company and they have promised to move us this
Sunday starting =t 7.30am, The weather has been werm the past two days.
Every conceivable form of four-whceled transportation has gotten stuck on
Mohewk St; including the tow-truck that had come to pull out a lorry. I
foolishly let the gas company switch service today. We're now on cold
cuts,"

*#%] hone that things are sorted out now for you..but I couldn't resist
letting folks know of one of the effects of the Great Blizzard, One

reads of such things usuelly, and thinks no more of them, ***

8id Birchby: "I'd likc to cermment upon your colurin '¥iblings'..damn,spelt
wrong . .sounds like a Norse Gnome . .never mind!t Like you, I do regret the
passing of Boots's lending library. I have two big boots..I HiVE TWO BIG-.
BOOT'S BRANCHES,,.ncar me, nancly in Manchester and in Stockport and both
of ‘them used to hgve sizeable lending library sections., -Hardly a week went
by that I didn't get ‘some reelly good SF bargains for tho ridiculous price
of 1/-(leter 1/6) wait..I'1l have a look on the bookshelf..,I forgot, it
fell down last week. But I assurc you. Nowadays for cut--price SF.,and what
other sort is worth buying?..l go to Wcolworth!s and Henry's, both of which
have jumble boxes ot about 1/- a time of remaindered peperbacks. Yosterday
Iigot a Belmont anthology 'Way Out!,..worth it for a Poul inderson story
'Honorablez Enemics'. Funny how history repcats itself;. The first SF I
evervbought was 'Smezing Storicsh in Woolworth's at 3d. a time, So every
timc’ it repests itself, the price goes up." -
#4Do T detect a slightly disorgenised atmosphere from your letter? But
then thc last letter was mentioning the subject of beer...l too have found
those jumble piles of. paperbacks in Woolworth!s, It makes up slightly for
the loss of the big Boots alright.***

Archie Mercer:®Have » brief LoC on & brief SCOTTISHE.(that rhymes, scans
etc., now you come to mention it) Three Otters have I met - the other two
although they worked et the same plice and thus lived in the same general
neighbourhood(Lincoln), elzizied to be no relation to each other.ilthough
the word is of course a perfectly good English word, it refers toran
animal that I don't think I've cver seen - and the same probably app ies
to most people. Thus it tends to sound unfaniliar - and there 1is 2
ermanic ring-te it, so I sec vhat Beith means."

Peter Singleton: "I'd like to comrent on your review of Dan Morgan's STORY
from VECTOR 1. I'm afr~id® you've nissed the point of this entirely: it's
an hilarious parody of the avent garde brand of sf produced by Ballard and
Disch. Morgan pckes fun 2t this variety of nonsense - the use of STORY as
a title is one indication of this. The last two words of this parody are
"Nothing hsppens.." Dan obviously shares your views ant mone regarding the
deplorable new trend: the quote you nicked out yourself "anal landscapes"
is a good indication of this, Flease réad STORY agein and I'm positive
you'll come out of it covered in a different slant, if you'll excuse the
mixed metaphor",

##%T111 take your word for it, thanks, and herewith bow an apology to Dan
Morg‘ana*“'*
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....On TAFF: The scene has brightened up considerably since I least
disciassed TAFF., Two definite names have now come forward for -the next. .
campaign - that of Ed Cox and Steve Stiles; and I have even heard some
rumours of a third nsme yet to come. ATOM's Trip Report will be out by
Easter; I hear that Terry Carr is at work also. Tom Schlueck will be
at the Bristoleon and will be talking about TAFF, I even heard what
happened to Welly's Report: it seems he tore up the first draft and has
started again! To crowm.all; a Progress feport popped into by mailbox
today from Terry Carr. I just hope everyone realises how much work is
involved in these Beports. As I've just finished duplicating ATCM's I
know wherof I speak, If you don't all but the 150 copies of this 90pp

Report...grri
¥ natterings



Natterings o

vv..0n Fan Writine:I was given a large pile of fanzines a while back and have
been working my way through them., Lots of them were Sapszines which consis-
ted mainly of mailing couments, 1 found myself skipping chunks of these
comments-—even when written by favourite fans of mine, These comments were
rarely interesting in themselves. However, on the whole, the number of fan
writings than cen stand the test of time are rather few, I'm afraid, Yet,
all those old zines were worth wading through for the occasional gem that
came my way. I found that best of all, the one rezlly worth re-reading,

was written by Wally Weber! This was his hilarious account of the wedding
of Otto Pfeifer at which Wally was Pest Man. Wally brilliantly evokes a
vachelor innocence in the face of a marital affair, which never goes heyond
the edge of the farcicel into the ridiculous. It seems to me that the fans,
like Welly, who are good at humerous writing are really good. It really is
a pity that this should be left to moulder in an old pile of fanzines. I was
sorely tempted to re-orint it,

Of course often the reason that fannish humour is so good, is because
fandom itself is such a lush pasture in which the humourist can browse,lt
is almost as good for the writer as is politics! However, even the treat-
ment of such an overworked event as a wedding, con stand out., Benchley at
his best ecould not have beaten Wally,.yes, I will quote..,

"Reverend Dunlop asked Otto and Fat a lot of questions during the course
of the ceremony, most of which I would heve thought over pretty carefully
before answering myself, but Fat ond Otto went right ahead and agreed to
everythinz. You would think that Otto, especially, with his Army background
and all, would have thought a long time before volunteering to do some of
the things the preacher brought up, but there he was, enswering T willtl®
to things I'm sure he wouldn't have promisedeven his Cormanding Officer in
the Army. Reverend Dunlop was & good master of ceremonies, I will say that.
Once, when things got a little dull, he folded his hands and sang, "The
Lord's Prayer," and di@ a marvellous job of it, He had a cold sudience,
though, so noYody epplzuded...Finally the bride znd groom gave way to
impulse and sharted smooching like they were out of their minds right up
in front of all of us, and the preacher saw there was no use trying to talk
to the two of them any longer, since they weren't going to listen to him
anyway, so he let us go. Actually, interesting though the ceremony was,l
was kind of anxious to get down to the refreshments, myself.” o

The one big snag about our fannish humerous tgreats' is that it is so
difficult to get them to write, There was James White--do you remember
THE BEACON REPRT? James turned to professional writing of course, which
was fandom's loss. There were two that Britain could be really proud of
—.Mal .shworth and Ken Potter., I¥'s not my foult they are'nt still with
us; I give them hints enough. Another who wandered off and left us,alzs,
was Nigel Lindsay. He sends mec a birthdsy card and a Christmas card, so
I know he is still living., I've only touched on the British scene, ‘lake
up your own list of imericans!

A1l gone and wholtéltake their place?

Pish and tush,.but I never dated the first three copies of H.LVERINGS,
my zine .of comment upon fanzines received. From internal evidence I must
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have started it by 1960 at least. So, that @s six years now that I have
been commenting upon the fanzine ocutrut that comes my way. Not too many
zines are featured in the early issues; but the last issue contained my
comments upon & total of 35 zines, &s the years roll on, I heve become
more critical, Seid a friend to me recently -"Don't you get o bit bored
reeding all those zines?" Well, admittedly, to take some of these zines
in isolation would be rather boring, for amateurish they often are. Yet,
to take them as part of 2 continueslly changing scene, is to see them in a
different light,

I can no longer remember many individuel items, I can get & whole heap
of z nes nixed up in my mind; but I feel I have an overall picture of the
zine-scene to which I can refer when assessing individual items, There is,
too, the continual odd and delightful surprises, one can never be sure vhat
will come next,

it the moment, it seems to nc, there is a great sameness in the British
zines that come my way, as opposed to the ismericans who very delightfuuly.
Les and less of the British zines have been coming my way lately;perhaps
hecause my corments upon then heve been getiing more and more eritical.

For one thing, they 21l start from square one. Not one, so far, appears

40 have learnt fronm the others. For example’ the second issues have long

letter columns filled with comments upon the first issue in boring detail,
Articles mainly skim the surface of the ideas contained. The fiction is
mostly poor, good writin: is rare, Young guys pwactising away--you may say.
Well, some of them shoul? practise a hit more before venturing into public.
The editors do not seem to heve read more than a handful of other Byitish
zines before starting up on their own, I keep thinking that 3ritish fan-
dor must surely soon procuce snother Harris or Clarke--ond prove me wrong
. in thinking that British fan writing has taken a reel nosedive lately.

....0n Whatever hecame of the HUGO Committee:
What 4id?

'v...0n the subject of critics: Should somecne get mad at the way I criticise
..boy they ought to see how mad I get at eritics myself! I can never resist
reading the book reviews, the film reviews, the television reviews, and nine
times out of ten I can get irriteted st the critic, In particular I get
srritated at television critisism, What annoys me is the way a play on tv
will receive s full scale review, no matter what its worth, Sometimes ‘the
reviewer will discuss one of the news nrogrammes, but this is rarer. The
reviewer hardly ever discusses a particular instalment from any of the
populer series which hit the Top Ten with monotonous regularity. Unless
they are very controversial. :

When the critics do discuss a series it is usually with great condes-
cension., Or else they will scek & psychologiceal explanation for it's
populerity. iere is Stuart Hood in The Spectator: "As we follow the des-
perate attempts of THRUSH to marshsl the hordes of darkness and dominate
the world, are we harmlessly indulging our parancic fantasies? Watching
the egregiously silly plottings of the villains, do we indulge that Jungian
side of our personalities?" 1 suppose we couldn't simply be sceking an
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an secape from the tension of our daily lives by suspending belief and
enjoying a laugh!

Some time ago the OBSERVER newspaper ran an article entitled "Spies
who come into camp", Here, my mein complaint, was that the critic wrote
of Bond, the Avengers,UNCLE,Modesty Blaise, and even Batman 2s if they
were a single phenomena. Not content with treating these various styles
as if they were one, the writer blamed them all on Jean Genet! This
critic described The Arabian Nights as "Scheherazade's mixture of cruelty,
sex, and wonder", Sa it is no surprise that he concluded that & liking
for fantasy, adventure and tongue-in-cheek foolery stems from "the shame
which clothes Genet's world of lawlessness, viclence, and sexual libertin-
ism", "The spy-spoof syndrome", says the writer,"skirts and camouflages
the appetite it covertly satisfies",

This srticle was nothing if not cducational,..did you know that it was
odd that a sexual silence shrouds Ilye of UNCLE? That he maintains a
mysterious, mon'ish chastity because he is not only embodying the isolate
ionism of the spy-outcast, but "saving himself for something - whether a
cause or & person remains unstated®? '

Dear me, I thought it was because the teenagers who follow the show
objected when he kissed e female in one episode! Such a mundane explanation
would not occur tc the serious critic, of course.

My theory is that all TV critics sre either frustrated bheatre critics
or ex-theatre crtics who cannot really criticise television., Mind you -~
there is one exception --Milton Shulman of the EVENING ST.NDiRD newspaper.
He alweys produces good solid and constructive criticism of all types of
television, He lately won the ard of TV Critic of the Year, This was
wholly deserved; he is our only resl televsion critic,

Ethel Lindsay






